American Resilience Culminating Event

This is the script, written and delivered by drama teacher, Susie Gehrisch:

Good Afternoon and Welcome to a sharing which is the culmination of a most unusual Arts residency.  I’m Susie Gehrisch the Drama teacher at Duxberry Park Arts I.M.P.A.C.T. Elementary School and it has been a privilege to be a part of this exciting collaboration with Judy Shafer, the Ohio Department of Education and the Columbus Jazz Arts Group.  Judy has worked hard to bring together students and teachers from three distinct schools:  Duxberry Park Arts I.M.P.A.C.T. Elementary School, AIMS, the Arts I.M.P.A.C.T. Middle School and Fort Arts and Academic High School.   First, she and her many musician friends taught us about Jazz music, demonstrating musical forms with improvisation on a theme, Call and Response, and Trading Fours.  Then she invited us to participate in a Jazz residency that would take on the flavor of Jazz with improvisation on a theme, call and response, and trading fours.  Each school, each teacher, each student group could take their own spin on the theme American Resilience.  Our starting point was taking a look at A Tale of God’s Will:  The music you heard as you entered the auditorium.  A Tale of God’s Will is Terrence Blanchard’s Amazing musical response to Hurricane Katrina’s devastating affect on New Orleans, the birth place of Jazz and his home town.  We listened to Harry Connick Junior’s musical response to the devastation…. All These People, and his attempt to lift up and encourage America to put New Orleans back on its feet with the song Yes we Can Can.
From that point on…. There were no limits, it was improv at its finest and we are here to share the results.

Our first group of students was selected specifically because they have demonstrated optimism and resilience in their own lives.   Courtney Johnson and Maria Angel challenged their Fort Hayes students to look at several moments in our American history and create a dramatic interpretation of the resilience of the American people.  At first, the students wondered why we always have to look at the tragic moments in history, why do we focus on the embarrassing and shameful moments in our history.  But they learned that out of tragedy and shame come shining examples of resilience that define our people and shape our nation’s future.  So here are Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Angel with resilient Fort Hayes Students to present Resilience throughout America’s History!
Our study of American Resilience was all about change.  How music changes, how people change, how neighborhoods change.  Shannon Tuzzi Polletti and Eric East helped their Fort Hayes students conduct a study of a changing neighborhood here in Columbus, Ohio, the King Lincoln District.  They would like to recognize students who participated in this project.

Carly Schupp’s Duxberry 1st/2nd graders took time to learn about the meaning of the word resilience using balloons and a huge rubber band.  They demonstrated what they learned in a video which includes encouragement and  advice for handling what life gives you with resilience.

Amy Williams and her Duxberry Park Dance Club focused on New Orleans and Hurricane Katrina to choreograph a large work.  They used Terrence Blanchard’s music, Wading Through from A Tale of God’s Will and explored the expression of two key words:  Despair and Hope.  Their piece takes us to New Orleans at the time of the hurricane.  Shows the people face the disaster, and fall into despair.  But in the process of creating their dance, they learned that Hope is contagious.  Hope grows.  Not only did Hope grow.  The dance grew.  Elizabeth Pazak, Gail Williams, Laura Barna and Crystal Barna  and their classes joined Amy Williams and her dance ensemble to represent all of America who witnessed the New Orleans Katrina experience.  You will see that the hope of the people recovering in New Orleans soon spread to many, many Americans who took time to care. 

Jenny Gibbons dove into a huge study of jazz with her Duxberry third grade class.  Of all they learned, it seems they love the blues the best!  Mike White our Art teacher pulled out his keyboard during art class and the students began creating their own version of the twelve bar form lamenting everything you could imagine.  And a few things you probably couldn’t.  We Welcome you now to Gibbs Jazz Club – Singin’ the Blues.

At the Arts I.M.P.A.C.T. Middle school, Jeff Jones and the AIMS Steel Drum etc. Band took a different spin on resilience.  They agreed that Some times being resilient means knowing when you just need to move on.  Together they composed a piece called
Make A Move.  Jill Hurley and her 8th grade art students explored the idea of transition, particularly the transition they face moving from middle school to high school.  They used scrapbook collage technique to create pieces that expressed how they feel at this crossroad in life, Anticipating Change.  Today, these two projects are brought together in one presentation about moving on to the next phase in life.
And now….. I must take a moment to thank Judy Shafer, the Ohio Department of Education, the Columbus Jazz Arts Group for laying the framework to bring our three schools together for this amazing project.  I am optimistic that this is just the beginning of a beautiful collaborative relationship between these three premiere arts schools.  Thank you to all of the teachers and our administrators who participated to make this moment possible.  I can’t think of a more enjoyable way to go about teaching and learning history, science, citizenship, language arts, fine arts, performing arts in jazz form!  You rock, Judy!
And finally, Let’s all come together with some of Columbus’  jazz greats to celebrate this collaboration we have had.  I think it’s time we all sang…… Yes, We can Can!   Why?  Because we can  can.
