American Resilience

Teacher Study Guide
The Analogy

This project is organized following the structure of a jazz tune and allows for a wide variety of lessons all focused on the same topic 

	JAZZ STRUCTURE
	AMERICAN RESILIENCE PROJECT

	INTRODUCTION

The introduction is a short announcement of what is to happen.  It sets the tone for the tune that will be played.
	PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Judy Shafer, Director of Education, Jazz Arts Group will visit each school and meet with teachers to describe the project and invite participation by  teachers.

	HEAD

The head states the main idea of the tune.  It establishes the melody, harmonic structure and the feel that the rhythm creates.  The head defines the form that will be followed throughout the song.
	THE FOCUS
The main idea will be the work of New Orleans raised musician Terence Blanchard and his requiem for Katrina, A Tale of God’s Will.  This work will serve an as example of an artist’s response to an event that changed his life.  The feel of the project will be one of optimism and resilience.

	IMPROVISED SOLOS

After the head is clearly established, musicians are encouraged to take solos in which they improvise on the head.  They change, alter, adjust and vary the elements of the head and create their own voice on the main idea.  They bring their own background and preferences into their own version while following the form that was agreed upon by the group.  They listen to each others solos and often response to each others ideas.
	INDIVIDUAL LESSONS

Teachers in all subjects are encouraged to develop lessons that will help their students investigate change and how artists throughout history have responded to and documented events in our country.

Many of these lessons will lead to student performances - providing their personal interpretation of classic examples as well as work of their own. 



	TRADING FOURS

Trading Fours refers to four bars (or measures) of music.  The soloists, in the order in which they played their solos, play four bars back and forth with the drummer. 
	SHARING WORK

Some classes may choose to share their work within any of the three schools participating in the project.

	BACK TO THE HEAD

The tune goes back to the original statement of the tune – back to the top of the tune.  Everyone is again working as a group to refocus on the main idea.
	PERFORMANCE AT FT. HAYES

On April 25, 2008, selected students from Duxberry Elementary, AIMS and Ft. Hayes High School will gather at Ft. Hayes to perform works created during the project.  These pieces will focus on the work of Terence Blanchard, New Orleans, or Katrina.


