WHERE IN THE WORLD IS REGGIE JACKSON?

From the Teacher’s Point of View

Email text from Loren Bucek, 4th grade teacher

I just wanted to thank you for facilitating an arts education partnership with Jazz Arts Group drummer, Reggie Jackson, at Columbus City Schools' Easthaven ES for the 2008-09 academic school year. 

As you know, Reggie went to school at Easthaven ES in 2nd and 3rd grade.  Until Monday, November 3rd, he hadn't been back to his elementary school.  With his music program, Jazz for Kids, Reggie and his fellow musicians engaged all 230 K-5 students is an introduction to jazz music.  Reggie came back to Easthaven ES on Thursday, November 6th, just before leaving on the first leg of a world tour with jazz vocalist, Diane Schuur.  

The purpose of his visit was to meet with 70 4th and 5th grade students to begin an integrated studies project that we're calling, “Where in the World is Reggie Jackson?"  In preparation, students wrote questions about Reggie's work as a musician and asked specific questions including, “What do you do on a daily basis when you are a professional drummer?  Where will you go on this month's tour?  How long will you be out of the country? What food do you like?  Is there anything that you've ever forgotten on tour?  What must you absolutely take on this tour?  Do you have a dog?  How old are you?  Did you ever skip school?  What instruments do you play?  What age were you went you started to play the drums?  What sports did you play in high school? Do your parents like what you do? Etc."

Reggie is traveling for 31 days to South America and western and Eastern Europe.  We will keep track of Reggie's where a bouts by plotting his tour over the 31 day period.   During the 2nd academic quarter (November 3-January 16) in Social Studies, Easthaven ES's 4th and 5th grade students are learning about world, national, regional and state-wide geography.  Following Reggie on his various travels – via e mail and hopefully teleconferencing – makes for a wonderful interdisciplinary study.  Just this afternoon, I received six photos of Reggie and his band mates in a limo in either Seattle, WA where the tour actually began or San Paolo, Brazil... Also photos of his motel room and the city streets of San Paolo.

To say the very least, we are thrilled that Reggie is interested in our community and in a willingness to share himself.  Doing so, allows for our students to see a community member how has made a commitment  to something (music) and live and work to reach his fullest potential.  We are grateful.

Thank you.

 

