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Bud, Not Buddy
Jazz & The 1930s

Description from the teacher’s point of view

“It’s funny how ideas are, in a lot of ways they’re just like seeds.  Both of them start real, real, small and then…before you can say Jack Robinson they’ve gone and grown a lot bigger than you ever thought they could.”  - Bud Caldwell                    

This quote is from the book, Bud, Not Buddy, that connects this arts collaboration project together and exemplifies what happened with a little idea.

The book, Bud Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis takes place in the 1930s and is about a boy’s journey where he learns about life, family and Jazz along the way.  This time period is usually unfamiliar to students and Jazz helps put the setting into context.  Also, musicians are central characters to the story and their performance-based life is an element of the plot.  The students benefit from learning more about the music, people and events of the time period to help them connect to the novel and its characters. 

As we read the book, we worked on the 1930s references in the text to make more sense of the story.  There were different activities that helped enrich the experience.  First the husband of an Avery teacher, Mr. Bosh, a Jazz saxophone player, visited in order to provide background knowledge about Jazz.  He gave the students more exposure to Jazz by playing selections on his instrument and teaching Jazz terms and history.  

Next, Judy Shafer (Jazz Arts Group) visited with a presentation on Jazz bands.  She built upon what Mr. Bosh had presented.  Ms. Shafer made connections regarding how the setting is influenced by music and exposed the students to the music of Duke Ellington and Wynton Marsalis.  Ms. Shafer also coordinated a musician visit with Jim Masters (trombone player and singer) from the Jazz Arts Group.  When Mr. Masters visited, he began with comments about Bud, Not Buddy because he had read the book also and became part of our literature community.  Mr. Masters brought artifacts to help give the students a more multi-sensory experience of what a 1930s musician would look and sound like.  He had music (from that time period), a 1930s suitcase (essential artifact from the book), Jazz instruments, records (Edison), and the Jazz sound.  He also had sheet music from the setting of the book (Flint, MI.)

Over the next few weeks, the students individually researched significant people/buildings/events from the 1930s for a presentation.  The students wrote a report on their chosen topics in writing workshop.  Next, they located visual images, music and recorded their voice with their researched information about their subject.  For example, Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, Benny Goodman, Jesse Owens, Franklin D. Roosevelt and many more were researched with the help of our media specialist and technology teacher.  This section created a buzz of working conversations on their subject.  The students also designed the complete presentation with their combination of choices on words, music, and images.

The students gained a deeper level of understanding about the book they were reading and the setting of the 1930s by bringing the music from many years ago to the present with the Jazz Arts Group.  Also, with the research project the students were able to research and compose a nonfiction piece of writing for a large audience in a multimedia format.  The students had more choices with creativity by choosing the music, images and how the presentation would look.  In 2009, the students took a journey through time with Bud and learned about Jazz and how to present their research of his time period in a creative way.

“If you look at a great big maple it’s hard to believe it started out as a little see.”
· Bud Caldwell

Leanna Bowen, 5th grader teacher / Movie Night Director

